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Public competition for admission to the PhD Program in 

Methods and Models for Economic Decisions 

Università degli Studi dell'Insubria, Academic Year 2015/2016 

 
THE RECTOR DECREES 

 
Art. 1 – PhD Program 

 
The Università degli Studi dell'Insubria launches a 3-year PhD program in Methods and 
Models for Economic Decisions (31st cycle of Italian PhD programs). A public 
competition is to be held for admission to the PhD Program. The selection will be 
based on the applicant’s curriculum vitae and academic records, on his/her letters of 
reference, and on an oral examination, possibly to be held remotely through 
videoconferencing. 
 
The number of positions and scholarships available, the required qualifications for 
admission to the program, and the schedule for the oral examinations are listed below. 
 
The number of scholarships may increase as a result of funding from public and private 
institutions, provided such funding becomes available after this notice and no later than 
the competition test date and, in any case, within the deadline stated in Article 3, 
subsection 1. Any resulting increase in the number of scholarships will be notified to 
candidates both through the webpage www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati and on the 
examination day. The Università degli Studi dell'Insubria will only provide notice of 
scholarships resulting from duly signed funding agreements. 
 
The oral examination will take place according to the schedule published on the PhD 
website. Applicants are required to verify any changes in date, venue and timetable 
either on the website www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati or personally, with the 
Postgraduate office. The information published on the website fully supersedes any 
personal communication. 
 

1.1. Methods and Models for Economic Decisions  

Scientific Area: 13-Economic and statistical sciences 

Scientific-educational fields: SECS-P01 (Political Economy), SECS-P02 (Economic 
Policy), SECS-P03 (Public Finance), SECS-P04 (History of Economic Thought), SECS-
P05 (Econometrics), SECS-P06 (Applied Economics), SECS-P07 (Business 
Administration), SECS-P08 (Business Economics and Management), SECS-P10 
(Business Organisation), SECS-P12 (Economic History), SECS-S06 (Mathematical 
Methods for Economics) 

Coordinator: Prof. Matteo Rocca matteo.rocca@uninsubria.it  

mailto:placement%20@uninsubria.it
mailto:ateneo@pec.uninsubria.it
http://www.uninsubria.it/
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file:///C:/Users/ufficio/Desktop/2.%20RELAZIONI%20INTERNAZIONALI/Bando%20Dottorato%20AA%202015-16/www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati
mailto:matteo.rocca@uninsubria.it
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Places: 6 

Scholarships: 6 

Course start date: November 1st 2015 

Duration: 3 years 

 

1.2. Academic requirements for applying 
See art. 2 below. 
 

1.3. Documents to be enclosed with the application. 

All documents should be in English or Italian. 

-  A copy of a valid ID (international passport; “carta di identità”, etc.) 

- Full CV; 

-  Graduate degree certificate, with final mark and course exam results. The certificate 
should be duly dated and signed. 

- Undergraduate degree certificate, with final mark and course exam results. The 
certificate should be duly dated and signed. 

-  A copy of the graduate dissertation (electronic format) or abstract/summary thereof; 

-  English language qualifications (if any); 

-  Publications or papers presented at conferences (if any); 

-  Up to three letters of reference. 
 

See also art. 2 on “Admission Requirements” below. 

 

1.4. Assessment criteria 
Applicant’s CV and academic records; fit of the applicant’s background with the topic 
of the PhD program; command of the English language; reference letters; other relevant 
documents; oral examination. 
 

1.5. Oral examination 

The candidates will be interviewed on their scientific interests, the reasons for applying 
to the PhD program, and their knowledge of basic themes in economics and 
quantitative methods. They could also be asked to provide more information about their 
qualifications. 
 
The candidates can choose to be interviewed either in English or Italian. 
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The date and venue of the oral examination will be announced on the website 
www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati in due course. 
 

1.6 Videoconference 
By sending an e-mail to the PhD coordinator, foreign and Italian candidates living 
abroad may ask to take the oral examination remotely through videoconferencing or any 
other remote communication technology which allows participants to be seen. 
Candidates: 
- shall specify whether the connection will be through videoconferencing services 
offered by the University (standard H.323 endpoints) or Skype; 
Depending on their choice, candidates: 
- shall indicate their e-mail or Skype account; 
- (University videoconferencing) shall download and install H.323 endpoint software 
that can connect with the University’s IT system, through a link that they will receive by 
e-mail, together with a user ID and password. We strongly recommend conducting at 
least a couple of connection tests (one automatic and one with a university member of 
staff) on the days right before the interview. 
Candidates may be excluded if: 
- (Skype connections) a valid personal account was not given; 
- (University videoconferencing) the login procedure was not properly fulfilled, thereby 
failing to comply with the interview time and methods agreed with the Examination 
Board; 
- (Skype connections/University videoconferencing) the connection cannot be 
established, the candidate is not available on the day/time agreed, the candidate does 
not show a valid ID document. 
Università degli Studi dell’Insubria shall not be held responsible for any technical 
and/or network malfunction, and/or connection problems. 
 

Art. 2 - Admission Requirements 
 
An application can be submitted by Italian and non-Italian citizens who have completed 
or are completing their graduate studies. 
 
Graduate qualifications accepted: 
- Italian degrees: two-year degree (laurea magistrale or specialistica); four-year degree 
(“old” undergraduate studies prior to DM 509/1999). 
- non-Italian degrees of equivalent Italian standard recognized as such by the Admission 
Board. 
 
Applicants whose required qualifications are still pending can take part in the selection 
by submitting a declaration (“autocertificazione”) concerning their current academic 
situation (program in which they are enrolled, list of exams taken, and grades achieved). 
If they are selected, they will be admitted conditionally, and will only be enrolled if they 
obtain the required qualifications by 31st October 2015. 

http://www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati
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The Admission Board is fully competent as to the evaluation of the titles of eligibility. 
 
Italian and foreign applicants with Italian degrees can self-certify their academic 
qualification by specifying: date of graduation, University where they graduated, final 
grade, exams taken and grades achieved. If the program has not been completed, they 
can self-certify their enrolment in a program, also providing a full list of program exams, 
exams taken and grades achieved. 
 
Italian and foreign candidates with non-Italian degrees must attach their degree 
certificate with final grade (if any), a list of exams with grades, or, if the program has not 
been completed, an enrolment document with a full list of course exams and a list of 
exams taken and grades achieved. 
 

Art. 3 – Application 
 

Deadline for applications: September 30th 2015 – 12:00 pm 

 After this deadline, the on-line procedure will no longer be available. 
 
3.1. Application 
Candidates may ONLY submit their application online via the website 
www.uninsubria.it and no later than 12.00 pm, September 30th 2015. 
 
Candidates will access the on-line procedure through the link “Servizi Web – Segreterie 
Studenti” (Web Services – Student Administration section). 
Candidates already possessing an Insubria user ID and password can access web 
services by logging in and choosing “Test di ammissione” (admission test). 
Other candidates will first need to register by selecting “Registrazione” (register). 
Following the on-line procedure, candidates shall indicate: personal data, residence, 
domicile and telephone number, ID document number, e-mail address, name of the 
PhD program, University degree, foreign languages known. 
 
In the event of false and/or incorrect data entry, candidates may be excluded at any 
time. 
 
A printed copy of the application form must be shown at the oral examination, together 
with the ID document declared on-line. 
 
For any and all information/problems throughout the on-line procedure, please refer to 
post.lauream@uninsubria.it. For the same purpose, foreign applicants can contact the 
help desk service: foreign.students.eco@uninsubria.it.  The help desk service will be 
available from September 1st to September 30th.  
 

file:///C:/Users/ufficio/Desktop/2.%20RELAZIONI%20INTERNAZIONALI/Bando%20Dottorato%20AA%202015-16/www.uninsubria.it
mailto:post.lauream@uninsubria.it
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The deadline set for submission is final. Incomplete, irregular or late applications will be 
rejected. By submitting their application candidates accept all the regulations stated in 
this document. 
 
3.2. Submission of relevant documents 
A printed and duly signed copy of the application form, the documents enclosed to the 
application (see the list at point 1.3 above), and a numbered list of these documents, 
must be delivered by registered mail (for Italy: “raccomandata con ricevuta di ritorno”) 
or personally no later than September 30th 2015 to the following address: 
  
Archivio Generale dell’Università degli Studi dell’Insubria, Via Ravasi 2, 21100 Varese 
 
Opening hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday from 9.30 am to 12.00 pm, 
Wednesday from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm. 
Receipt of application will be validated by post office date stamp. 
 
The name of the PhD program (Methods and Models for Economic Decisions) and the 
name of the applicant should be clearly indicated on the envelope. 
 
Università degli Studi dell’Insubria closes for summer holidays from August 10th to 14th 
2015 (inclusive). 
Applications lacking any required documents, transmitted by means or to an address 
different from those specified above, shall not be considered. 
 
3.3. List of admitted applicants 
Following the final submission date and all necessary checks, a list of the admitted 
applicants will be published on the webpage www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati 
 
3.4. Candidates with disabilities 
Pursuant to Art. 20 Law 104/92 and subsequent amendments and additions (Law 
17/1999) candidates with disabilities must submit appropriate certification and explicitly 
request any necessary additional equipment or extra time they may require to undertake 
the examination. 
For appointments or further information, please refer to www.uninsubria.it/web/serv-
disabili 
 
3.5. Results 
Successful applicants will be admitted to the PhD program ranked according to merit. 
The final ranking will be posted on the website www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati. Such 
publication fully supersedes any other personal communication. 
 
Applicants may legally challenge the results by appealing to the TAR, the regional 
administrative court (within 60 days) or to the President of the Italian Republic (within 
120 days). 
 

http://www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati
http://www.uninsubria.it/web/serv-disabili
http://www.uninsubria.it/web/serv-disabili
http://www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati
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Successful applicants shall register for the 1st year within the deadline set and in 
accordance with the procedures posted along with the admission results. 
 

 

Art. 4 – Examinations 
 

The admission examinations consist of the assessment of the candidates’ qualifications 
together with an oral examination. The Examination Board is fully competent to 
evaluate the qualifications as well as to judge their validity. Candidates are not required 
to be physically present during the assessment procedures. 
 
Besides assessment of the submitted qualifications, the examination consists of an oral 
exam to ascertain the candidate’s scientific research skills and predispositions. 
 
The oral exam may be taken in English or Italian. At any rate, the candidates’ command 
of English language will be evaluated. 
 
The oral examinations will take place according to the schedule indicated on the 
university website. Applicants are required to verify any changes in date, venue and 
timetable either on the website “www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati” or personally, with 
the Postgraduate office. The information published on the website fully supersedes any 
personal communication. 
 
Candidates may be excluded if they do not show a valid ID document. 
 
The assessment criteria are as follows:  
- up to a maximum of 60 points for the applicant’s curriculum vitae, academic records, 
and other submitted documents; 
- up to a maximum of 40 points for the oral examination. 
 

Art. 5 - Examination Board 
 

The Examination Board is appointed by a decree of the Rector, consists of three 
professors and researchers of University of Insubria, and could be supported by two 
additional experts from public/private research institutions. 
 
At the end of the examination procedure the Examination Board draws up the final 
merit-based ranking lists. 
 
The examination results will be officially published on the website 
www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati. Such publication fully supersedes any personal 
communication. 
 

file:///C:/Users/ufficio/Desktop/2.%20RELAZIONI%20INTERNAZIONALI/Bando%20Dottorato%20AA%202015-16/www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati
http://www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati
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Successful applicants shall express written acceptance within the deadline and in 
accordance with the procedures published next to the ranking lists. 
 
In the event of a withdrawal, places will be awarded to the candidates next in line in the 
ranking list. 
 

Art. 6 – Enrolment 
 

Candidates are admitted to the PhD program according to the final ranking list, until the 
number of places available are filled. 
 
Should successful candidates withdraw before the beginning of the program, their places 
will be covered by candidates next in line in the ranking. The latter will receive official 
communication thereof. 
 
The complete registration procedure will be published at: 
www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati along with the ranking lists. 
 
For the enrolment, successful applicants holding a non-Italian degree shall make 
available the following documents: 
• original copy of the graduate degree or certified copy of graduate degree, official 
translation into Italian and legalization by the competent authorities; 
• for non-EU countries’ degrees, “dichiarazione di valore”, issued by the Italian 
Embassy or Consulate of the country where the degree was achieved; 
• for EU countries’ degree: diploma supplement in English. 
 
Students enrolled in a PhD program are forbidden to enroll in other University 
programs, unless they suspend their studies in one of the two programs. 
 

Art. 7 – Incompatibility 
 

Simultaneous matriculation to and/or attendance of any Italian and Foreign Master, 
Postgraduate or Advanced specialist program is forbidden; except for joint agreements 
and that complying with Art. 8 of the University’s PhD programs regulations. Please 
also check Art. 2, subsection 2 of the University’s Student regulations. 
 
PhD scholarships may not be combined with any other study grant, except from those 
awarded by institutions to fund research abroad. 
 
Students who have already been awarded a scholarship for any PhD program are not 
eligible to receive another one. 
 

 

http://www.uninsubria.it/web/dottorati
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Art. 8 – Attendance 
 

The Scientific Board of the PhD program regulates the teaching and research activities 
of the program. PhD students are required to attend regularly the PhD courses and 
participate to the other research initiatives associated with the PhD program such as the 
Economics Department’s seminars.  
 
If authorized by the Scientific Board of the Program, PhD students may carry out other 
activities (e.g. tutoring) for a maximal duration of 40 hours per academic year, this 
affecting neither their scholarship grants amount, nor their PhD activities. 
 
After the submission of a thesis the award of PhD is obtained at the end of the 3-year 
program. Graduation is subject to the deposit of the final thesis in the open access 
archive of Università degli Studi dell’Insubria that will ensure its conservation and 
availability for partial/full public consultation. 
 

Art. 9 – Scholarships 
 

Scholarships are awarded according to a merit-based ranking list, until coverage of the 
six opened positions. 
 
Scholarships are issued on an annual basis and are renewed provided that the PhD 
students have completed the program of activities set for the previous year, assessed 
according to the procedures in the PhD regulations. 
  
Subject to authorization by the Scientific Board, during research periods conducted 
abroad (min. 30 days, max. 18 months) the scholarship grant shall be increased by a 
maximum of 50 percent. 
 
The scholarship grant amounts to €13,638.47 per year. It includes possible taxes which 
the assignee is legally responsible for, according to current regulations. 
 
Scholarships granted through public or private funding, which are linked to a specific 
research field, will be assigned to candidates according to a merit-based ranking list. 
Should assignees withdraw from the program, their positions will be covered by the 
candidates next in line in the ranking list. 
 

Art. 10 - Access and Attendance Contributions 
 

PhD students without scholarship will pay a €456,00 annual fee. 
PhD students with scholarship will pay a €23,69 annual fee. 
For details on insurance charges, please check the matriculation form. 
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Art. 11 - Personal Data 
 

According to Decree Law 196/2003 ("Codice in materia di protezione dei dati 
personali"), personal information provided by applicants will be treated by the 
Postgraduate Office of Università degli Studi dell’Insubria to manage the admission 
procedures of the public notice and their eventual subsequent academic career. On pain 
of exclusion, the candidate’s communication of such data is consequently required. 
 
Personal information will be treated respecting the principles of fairness, legality, 
transparency and protection on confidentiality; for further information please check 
"Informativa sulla privacy" available at the Postgraduate Office, Via Ravasi, 2 - 21100 
Varese. 
 

Art. 12 - Head of Procedure 
 

According to Art. 5 of Law 241/1990 and subsequent amendments and additions (Law 
15/2005 and Law 80/2005), the Responsible of this procedure is Dr. Paola Pietribiasi, 
Head of Postgraduate Office. 
 

Art. 13 - Reference Laws 
 

For any matter not expressly contemplated in this public notice, Università degli Studi 
dell'Insubria complies with the current regulations and the University’s PhD programs 
regulations. 
 
For any and all information relating the public notice procedures, please refer to 
post.lauream@uninsubria.it 
 

Final provisions 
 

Please note that ONLY the Italian version of the present public notice, Register no. 
629/2015, is legally binding. The English version is provided for information purposes 
only. 

The Rector 
Professor Alberto Coen Porisini 

 

mailto:post.lauream@uninsubria.it

